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WELCOME BACK TO CAMPUS 

Stanley BPS’s fall planning team has been hard at work the past few months monitoring public health guidance 

locally, nationally and internationally, and we have created a thoughtful approach to bringing our school 

community back together for in-person learning starting on August 25, 2020. We know the 2020-21 school year 

will be one like no other, and that we must all do our part to keep our families, our school community and the 

broader Denver community healthy. A collective commitment to diligently following public health guidelines both 

at school and outside of school will help ensure we can enjoy in-person learning.  

We also know that Covid-19 is a serious illness, and that it is not possible to create an entirely risk-free 

environment anywhere. We’ve focused our planning on public health guidance from the Colorado Department of 

Education (CDE), the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE), the American Academy of 

Pediatrics (AAP) and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). We also put first our British Primary educational 

philosophy, the value of multi-age learning and our deep commitment to relationships, social-emotional well-

being and diversity, equity and inclusion. We have challenged ourselves to align our mission, vision and values 

with health guidance and to set a higher bar around best-practices for schools to safely welcome students and 

teachers back to campus. Our plan to bring our community back to campus has several key components: 

• Health and safety 

• Classroom homes, team teaching and social-emotional well-being 

• Student-teacher-parent relationships and partnerships 

This guide is designed to help you understand what school operations and our educational program will look like 

during the school year. You can find answers to frequently asked questions at the end of this document and on 

our website, or you can always reach out to me or to your division heads with any concerns or questions: 

Sumant Bhat, head of school, sumant.bhat@stanleybps.org 

Simone Brackett, head of K-1-2, simone.brackett@stanleybps.org 

Stephanie Collins, head of 3-4-5, stephanie.collins@stanleybps.org 

Greg Chalfin, head of Middle School, greg.chalfin@stanleybps.org 

Our admissions, community engagement and business office team are also available to help you – from new 

families, about parent volunteering, tuition and financial assistance, school health and safety, etc.: 

Sara Stern, director of admission, sara.stern@stanleybps.org 

Samantha Boggs, director of development, Community Engagement, samantha.boggs@stanleybps.org 

Kama Kreutzer, director of finance, kama.kreutzer@stanleybps.org 

Buffy Naake, director of operations, buffy.naake@stanleybps.org 

We are so excited to see everyone back on campus in August. We know that with our collective commitment to 

one another and to community and inclusion, we will find our way in this unusual school year. Together, we will 

do our part to keep our school and our communities healthy and safe. 

Best regards,  

  

mailto:sumant.bhat@stanleybps.org
mailto:simone.brackett@stanleybps.org
mailto:stephanie.collins@stanleybps.org
mailto:greg.chalfin@stanleybps.org
mailto:sara.stern@stanleybps.org
mailto:samantha.boggs@stanleybps.org
mailto:kama.kreutzer@stanleybps.org
mailto:buffy.naake@stanleybps.org
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INTRODUCTION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES  

In March, we closed the Stanley campus in response to public health orders related to Covid-19. We witnessed 

unprecedented creativity, resourcefulness, compassion and flexibility as we moved our entire school program 

into the homes of our students and teachers. We adjusted as the “Stay at Home” orders lasted throughout the 

spring, and we have learned so much about how to support each other and be effective teachers and learners in 

this unprecedented time. 

As we have undertaken planning for a return to school under Colorado’s current “Protect our Neighbors” public 

health orders, we know that we must approach all that we do with cautious optimism about our prospects for in-

person learning, and we must also be realistic and prepared for the public health landscape to change at a 

moment’s notice. It is likely that we will need to move some or all of our program to home learning for some 

period of time throughout the 2020-21 school year.  

In modifying our physical campus and in creating the plans described here, we have been guided by our mission, 

vision and values and these additional core principles: 

Educating the whole child  

Community and inclusion 

Health, safety and social-emotional well-being 

Team teaching and classroom “homes” 

Choice and collaboration 

Relationships and relational teaching and learning 

Joyfulness, positivity and hope 

Developmentally appropriate approaches to teaching and learning 

Positive and collaborative partnerships with parents 

From a public health and school operations standpoint, the following core strategies are essential for us to 

maintain safe in-person learning, and we look to every member of our community to join us in these 

commitments: 

• Handwashing and general health hygiene 

• Masking – using face coverings to protect our classmates and teachers 

• Physical distancing and cohort groupings 

• Health screening, symptom monitoring and contact tracing 

• Clear protocols for managing positive Covid-19 cases 

• Supporting community members who may be particularly vulnerable to Covid-19 exposure 

• Enhanced cleaning procedures and ventilation maintenance 

Despite positive preliminary assessments regarding relative infection risk and primary exposure related to 

children, no school re-opening strategy can ensure zero transmission, and we expect we will see some Covid-19 

infections within our community during this school year. On balance, we have taken to heart guidance from the 

American Academy of Pediatrics Colorado Chapter that suggests that the health benefits of in-person school 

attendance outweighs the potential health risks from Covid-19 to students and their families.   
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COMMUNITY HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELL -BEING 

Over the past several months, we have put in place new health and safety measures designed specifically to meet 

Covid-19 public health guidance. We know that no one of these measures alone is sufficient to maintain a healthy 

and safe community, but the combination of these strategies, along with our collective commitment to one 

another and to our broader community, is key to our best efforts at staying healthy and safe. 

Stanley’s Student Health Coordinator Melissa Knott will continue to be a primary point of contact for families for 

all things student health related, including care plans, medications and daily medical support for students. During 

the 2020-21 school year, Melissa will be the main point of contact for managing Covid-19 screening, gathering 

information on testing, responding to and collaborating with public health authorities and supporting contact 

tracing or other procedures required if a closure of any type may be required. Melissa can be reached at 720-839-

7113 or melissa.knott@stanleypbs.org. Grade-level division heads will also serve as primary resources for both 

parents and staff. 

 

YOUR ROLE IN OUR COMMUNITY’S WELLNESS  
During this challenging time, we are all partners together — students and families, faculty and staff —and each of 

us have an important role in protecting the health and safety of our Stanley community, especially during the 

Covid-19 pandemic. We ask that everyone in the Stanley community make the best possible decisions and 

consider the impact of your choices on the overall health of our school community. This request does not imply, 

nor encourage, judgment of anyone’s choices. We ask that each of us take this responsibility to heart and do the 

best possible to work in partnership and support of each other. Acting in this manner will help ensure that we can 

start school in good health, stay in school as long as possible, and ensure the health and safety of our students, 

families, faculty and staff.  

Until the pandemic is resolved, life on Stanley’s campus will be a bit different. But different does not mean it 

cannot be joyful and rich, and we will find new ways to experience this together. The fall planning team has been 

planning extensively and made significant changes to our physical classrooms and everyday practices. But, no 

amount of planning can take away all of the risk involved in going back to school.  

Reporting promptly to school about a Covid-19 situation is critically important to the health of each Stanley 

community member. Honesty about your health and the health of your student is expected at all times. Stanley 

abides by FERPA and HIPPA guidelines to protect your family’s privacy, and confidentiality is always maintained.  

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

As a member of the Stanley community, we expect families to report any of the following situations to Stanley:  

• If/when you have been informed by a public health agency or a medical provider that you have tested 

positive or are presumptively positive for Covid-19.  

• If/when you are under quarantine by direction of a public health agency or medical provider, and/or 

awaiting test results for Covid-19.  

• If/when you have had prolonged contact of 10 or more minutes, in close proximity of 6 feet or less, with 

someone who has a confirmed case of Covid-19.  

• If/when you believe you are experiencing coronavirus symptoms.  

• How do you report these situations to Stanley?  

mailto:melissa.knott@stanleypbs.org
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• Contact Melissa Knott, Student Health Coordinator immediately. You may also contact your division head 

and they can have Melissa contact you directly. Stanley is required to contact CDPHE; SBPD will also 

contact Children’s Hospital School Nurse Division. Children’s Hospital assists CDPHE with contact tracing.  

• Follow the directions of the public health agency, or your medical provider. CDPHE offers information on 

how to quarantine or self-isolate for two weeks.  

 

VISITING LIMITATIONS 
One essential change to our school operations this year will be limitations on group gatherings. The school-parent 

partnership is essential to all of us at Stanley, but unfortunately, we will not be able to welcome parents, family 

members or outside tutors or guests into our classrooms or onto campus through the end of the calendar year 

2020. As we approach this deadline, we will re-evaluate on-campus activities for 2021.  

All parent volunteering and social activities, such as Parent Association pop-up socials and parent coffees, and all-

school events, such as back-to-school night and parent-teacher conferences, will be scheduled to take place 

virtually. All other visits to campus will be by appointment only through Susan Farr, executive assistant to the 

head of school. You can reach her at: susan.farr@stanleybps.org.  

 

MASKS 
Masks will need to be worn by everyone on campus; the latest health guidelines are very clear about the positive 

benefits of mask wearing. 

• Students – Face coverings are required for all Stanley students (if you have questions about 

masking, please follow up with Melissa Knott). 

• Faculty and Staff – Face coverings are required for all Stanley faculty and staff at all times. 

• Parents – Face coverings are required for all Stanley parents present on campus. 

• Outside – Face coverings will be required for everyone outside, including on the playground area. 

If a supervising adult identifies a situation where physical distancing can be maintained with 

confidence, a mask break may take place. 

Please have your child practice wearing a mask in the weeks leading up to the start of school so that they are 

more comfortable and confident keeping them in place during the day. 

 

HANDWASHING AND HYGIENE 
Students will receive education on handwashing and health hygiene and will wash hands upon arrival at  

school, before snack times and lunch, after using the bathroom, after coughing and/or sneezing and other times 

as necessary. 

Teachers will schedule and observe handwashing/sanitizing at regular intervals throughout the day. 

In learning spaces that do not have sinks, we will provide hand sanitizer and make attempts to schedule students 

for regular handwashing and/or provide access to sinks. 

 

PHYSICAL DISTANCING AN D COHORT GROUPS  
All Stanley learning spaces have been planned so that 6-foot physical distancing can be accommodated based on 

square footage calculations and furniture placement and selection. 

mailto:susan.farr@stanleybps.org
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We know that physical distancing is a difficult and often developmentally inconsistent concept for most of our 

children. Therefore, we are relying on cohort groupings to limit the cross-exposure of our teachers and students 

and we will designate individual desks or work areas for students in their learning spaces. 

Students will have a set of materials that won’t be shared among other students, and shared classroom  

materials will remain isolated to individual cohorts and disinfected regularly (e.g., wooden blocks, books, 

manipulatives, etc.). 

Passing times in hallways, movement around campus and bathroom assignments will be scheduled in ways that 

protect our cohorts and limit mixing of students and teachers. 

 

HEALTH SCREENING AND SYMPTOM MONITORING  
We will have a well-child room and a sick-child room so that we can triage students with health or social-

emotional issues during the day. 

As part of our new attendance system, SchoolPass (to be rolled out in mid-August), parents will perform daily 

health screenings for their children. Parents will answer a brief survey online or via smartphone app about their 

student’s wellness status (presence of an elevated temperature and/or symptoms) prior to their student’s 

admittance to campus. After the successful test of this new system during a limited, in-person Summer at Stanley 

session in July, we are happy to report we have a system that works well for this purpose. Watch for registration 

details and steps to access this system as we approach the start of school. In general, our plans include: 

• All employees will also complete the same daily health screening via phone or laptop before stepping  

onto campus. 

• While visitors on campus will be limited, anyone entering buildings on campus for any reason will be 

asked to complete a health screen, wear a mask and observe physical-distancing requirements.  

• Any students, faculty or staff in the community who are experiencing Covid-19 symptoms will be asked to 

come to the sick-child area so that our Covid-19 protocols can be followed.  

• If a child is sick at school for any reason, parents should be prepared to pick up their student and return 

home immediately. Stanley is required to follow CDPHE and Denver Department of Public Health & 

Environment (DDPHE) orders as they relate to schools. 

• We ask anyone with a fever – student, faculty, staff, parent – to stay at home until they have documented 

they are fever-free for 36 hours without medication.  

• Confidentiality is of the utmost importance. All student, staff or parent health screen information will be 

treated confidentially and shared only at the direction of CDPHE. 

 

MANAGING A POSITIVE COVID-19 CASE ON CAMPUS 
Given the nature of the Covid-19 pandemic, we must plan for the possibility of positive cases within our 

community. Families, staff and faculty are important partners in keeping everyone healthy and safe; please notify 

our Student Health Coordinator Melissa (720-839-7113, melissa.knott@stanleybps.org) or your division head as 

soon as possible when a positive case or known exposure occurs.  

The most current health orders and protocols will always be followed when addressing positive cases.  

• Stanley is obligated to notify the CDPHE and DDPHE with the name of any student, faculty or staff 

member with a confirmed Covid-19 case. 

mailto:melissa.knott@stanleybps.org
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• Stanley will not share the names of any student, faculty or staff member with a suspected or confirmed 

case of Covid-19 with the school community. Stanley will, however, report the occurrence of a known 

exposure within a cohort group or building group. 

• CDPHE and DDPHE will work with the Stanley Head of School and administrative team to determine any 

necessary closures and to work through contact tracing. 

 

ENHANCED CLEANING PROCEDURES  AND VENTILATION MAINTENANCE  
Implementation of enhanced cleaning procedures and disinfection protocols can help to reduce the spread of 

Covid-19. At Stanley we have undertaken a thorough review of our cleaning practices, chemicals we use and any 

changes that would increase our effectiveness on campus. We are exploring ways to augment our facilities and 

janitorial staff and to provide new trainings that address Covid-19-specific techniques and products. We have also 

completed a thorough review of all cleaning products to confirm effectiveness, and we have completed a 

comprehensive campus walk-through and consultation about Covid-19-specific janitorial strategies unique to our 

campus. 

Some specific examples of our approach include:  

• Comprehensive high-touch and surface cleaning solutions   

• Electrostatic disinfection capabilities 

• Indoor facility maintenance strategies to reduce indoor pollutants 

• Thoroughly training custodial staff on best practices 

• Routine cleaning supplemented with additional custodial services during the school day 

• Comprehensive, deep cleaning at the end of each day 

• Support from industry-specific experts to assist with implementation and ongoing evaluation  

HVAC and indoor air quality improvements we are in the process of implementing include: 

• Improved maintenance to maximize percentages of outside air. 

• Improving strategies for increased natural ventilation in as many learning spaces as possible. We are 

evaluating the possibility of using portable high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) fan/filtration systems. 

• Improvements to our air filtration system and improved maintenance for restroom fans. 

• Adopting “flushing” strategies whereby buildings with HVAC can have fresh air circulated during  

off-hours. 
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THE SCHOOL DAY – OPERATIONS AND LOGISTICS  

DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP TIMEFRAMES  
To support our cohort models, make time to confirm each student’s daily wellness check-in and maintain physical 

distancing amid heavy traffic times, we are developing new procedures that allow for a window of time for drop-

off and pick-up. We will share specifics about how families will use these windows when we roll-out the new 

SchoolPass attendance and wellness-checking system in mid-August. 

For now, please know that drop-off will take place between 8 and 8:30 a.m., and pick-up will take place between 

2:45 and 3:15 p.m. On Fridays, K-5 pick-up will take place between 11:45 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. (with middle school 

retaining its usual dismissal between 2:45-3:15 p.m.). This new schedule will allow time for students to travel 

home and for teachers to start our online enrichments program by 4 p.m.  

School Day Schedule Fall 2020 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Drop-off 8-8:30 a.m. 8-8:30 a.m. 8-8:30 a.m. 8-8:30 a.m. 8-8:30 a.m. 

Dismissal 2:45-3:15 p.m. 2:45-3:15 p.m. 2:45-3:15 p.m. 2:45-3:15 p.m. 

  K-5 11:45 a.m.- 
         12:15 p.m. 

MS 2:45-3:15 p.m. 

Dismissals 
First Week  
of School 

No School 
All: 

11:45 a.m. 
-12:15 p.m. 

  K-1-2: 11:45 a.m.- 
              12:15 p.m. 

3-8: 2:45-3:15 p.m. 

  K-1-2: 11:45 a.m.- 
              12:15 p.m. 

3-8: 2:45-3:15 p.m. 

All:  
11:45 a.m.- 
12:15 p.m 

 

Special schedule for the first week of school   

Please note: Stanley’s K-1-2 students traditionally attend school during our first week in half-days only. This year, 

our first-week schedule will also include half-days for students in grades 3-8 on Tuesday and Friday, and all K-1-2 

students will attend school every day (instead of swapping days by buddy group as in years past).  

 

SCHOOL LUNCH 

Since current public health requirements keep us from gathering in our cafeteria for meals, students will be 

eating lunch with their cohorts either in classrooms or at designated spaces outside.  

We expect our lunch program to begin on Tuesday, September 8. We will also continue our popular Pizza 

Thursday program through our partnership with Mici’s – a great local pizzeria that has been running take-out and 

delivery safely under Denver and Colorado health guidelines. We will send ordering information via email in the 

next few weeks, and sign up will continue as in the past through our school lunches ordering service Boonli.  

Features of our lunch program will include: 

• Lunch Monday-Thursday for all K-8 students and on Fridays for middle school. 
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• A limited menu of healthy grab-and-go options. As we ramp up our lunch program, we hope to expand 

menu options.  

• Administrators delivering student lunches to classroom doors each day to ensure students and teachers 
can stay in their cohorts.  

• Pizza Thursdays: Administrators delivering pizzas directly to classrooms in boxes with paper plates and 
napkins.  

• Handwashing and bathroom times scheduled before and after lunch. 
 
 

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM & RECESS  
Stanley is blessed to have a beautiful campus with plentiful outdoor space. As such, we are taking advantage of 
the great outdoors by providing a dedicated outdoor classroom space on campus that each of our 29 cohorts can 
access at any point in the day. In addition, students will have opportunities to be outdoors each day for recess 
and for lunch. Larger recess and lunch spaces will rotate by cohort on a weekly basis, so children will have the 
opportunity to experience different outdoor spaces and playground equipment at various points in the year. 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
Although all of our students will have access to electronic devices, we will continue to align the use of technology 
in our classrooms with Stanley’s British Primary philosophy and our beliefs on child development. Particularly in K-
5, children will learn how to use their devices at school so they can be more independent in the event we return 
to home learning. While we will support students in gaining familiarity with devices, we intend to remain true to 
our philosophy and educational approach that limits technology use in our K-1-2 and 3-4-5 classrooms when we 
are on campus. 

We will continue to use Google Classroom for students in grades 3 through 8. We will introduce Seesaw, a more 

developmentally appropriate online platform for younger students, so that K-1-2 students are able to work more 

independently when in the home-learning setting. See the section on in this Guide called “Home Learning Plans 

for Each Division” for details on how Stanley will support students should they need to pivot to home learning. 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL  
We recognize the importance of having school-day and work-day coverage for our working families. This year, 

based on our commitment to our cohort model as a primary method for keeping our community healthy and 

safe, and based on the availability of appropriate spaces and staffing, our after-school offerings will look different, 

at least during the fall of 2020. Guidelines for our various types of after-school programming are as follows: 

Academic Clubs and Tutoring 

We will offer Wilson literacy clubs remotely before and after school; watch for an email if your child 

participates. For families that qualify for DPS tutoring, we are currently exploring several different options for 

students to continue in these programs. We must be able to ensure that any tutoring program meets our cohort 

model and other public health parameters. We will have more information to share by August 17.  

Extended Day 

Due to space, staffing, health considerations and licensing constraints, Stanley is not able to offer before- or after-

school Extended Day care for our families at this time. We recognize this change may present challenges for some 

families. If your family will experience significant hardship due to this change, please reach out directly to Sara 

Stern (sara.stern@stanleybps.org).  

mailto:sara.stern@stanleybps.org
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Enrichments 

Stanley will offer an on-line enrichment program beginning in September for K-5 students. Classes start at 4 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday, and at 1 p.m. on Fridays. Watch for Boonli registration information, class offerings and 

reminders to come from Stanley’s Business Office.  

The first session, for September and October, begins Tuesday, September 8: 

Monday:             Young Rembrandts 4-5pm 
  
Tuesday:             JB Sports 4-5pm 

Craftsman + Apprentice (Cardboard Carnival) 4-5pm 
  
Wednesday:       Mad About Hoops 4-5pm 
   Chess Wizards 4-5pm 
  
Thursday:            Science Matters 4-5pm 
                             Craftsman + Apprentice (Cardboard Carnival) 4-5pm 
 
Friday:                 Craftsman + Apprentice (Toy Shop) 1-3pm 
                             MindDance Coding 1-3pm 
                             Radiant Beginnings Yoga 1-2pm 
                             Eurekus STEAM & Maker Discovery 1-3pm 

. 

 

Middle School After-school Programming  

Due to health considerations, after-school athletics and homework club will not be running through the 2020 

calendar year. We are working on potentially providing opportunities for middle school students to pursue virtual 

after-school enrichment opportunities from home and will be in touch with more details soon as those potential 

offerings come together.   
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THE K-5 PROGRAM 

As we embarked on the journey of creating a K-5 model for our learners and teachers, we participated in 

professional development through strategic planning consulting firm Leadership + Design that allowed us to 

collaborate and strategize with schools across the country.  

We also connected and collaborated with other independent schools through the National Association of 

Independent Schools (NAIS) and the Association of Colorado Independent Schools (ACIS). As a team, we built 

numerous models as possibilities for our K-5 classrooms this year. We kept community, relationships and 

philosophy at the center of our planning. 

 

K-5 COHORTS 
Cohorts are an important part of our health and safety plan; we are committed to maintaining classroom cultures 

and communities that align with Stanley’s philosophy and seven goals for learners. Each classroom community 

will be divided into two multi-age learning cohorts of children. Each classroom community will have two separate 

spaces for their cohorts to learn and grow. As you likely know, there are many factors that go into making our 

cohorts, and Stephanie, Simone and Joanna have been collaborating with classroom teachers to develop groups 

that support both the social and academic growth of children.  

We developed and tested many different models for our cohort structure and the model presented here aligns 

most with our philosophy, goals for learners and can be implemented given physical space constraints. In an 

effort to maintain social relationships across cohorts, we plan to mix up the groups twice during the year after 

long breaks that are already included in the school calendar. We believe this will give the children additional 

opportunities to connect with other children in their classroom community and to create equity in space uses.  

 

CLASSROOM STAFFING  
Over the course of the year, each classroom will have three teachers who will interact with both cohorts. This will 

allow each teacher to engage with all of their children while also limiting exposure risk for both teachers and 

students by keeping each cohort separate.  

Our learning resource teachers are folding into individual classrooms as a third teacher to equalize the exposure 

risks among our faculty as much as possible. While each classroom will not have a learning resource teacher in 

their room, the learning resource team and classroom teachers will work together to differentiate and support 

each learner in their classroom. Our student-teacher ratio will be extremely low and offers our teachers an 

opportunity to masterfully differentiate for all learners.  

Our resource teachers will rotate through the K-5 classrooms every 4-5 weeks. During their rotation, the resource 

teachers will be fully immersed in the classroom, offering a heavy focus on their area of expertise. For example, 

when Angie is in a classroom, the children will do a deep dive into dance. Additionally, the resource teachers will  

be a part of the everyday happenings in our classrooms. This model allows our children to experience the 

incredible gifts and programming our resource teachers bring to our students’ lives and education, while also 

honoring their personal health and safety.  

Similar to our resource teachers, our Social-Emotional Teachers Allison and Laura will also rotate through each K-5 

classroom every 4-5 weeks. During the rotation, they will spend one full day with the children. At other times, 

Allison and Laura will be available to support children who may need extra social and emotional support.  
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A DAY IN THE LIFE  OF A K -1-2 OR 3-4-5 STUDENT 
As we begin planning and scheduling daily classroom time for our new model, we want to ensure that each 

classroom has the personnel, flexibility of time, and necessary tools to provide student and relationship driven, 

well-rounded educational experiences on a daily basis. The children’s days will have many familiar experiences 

and new opportunities. We know that there are many important components of our K-1-2 and 3-4-5 programs 

that make the school day rich and inviting for our students; a sample schedule is below: 

Sample K-1-2 Daily Schedule 

8:15-8:45 a.m.  Morning Meeting 

8:45-9:45 a.m.   Choice 

9:45-10:15 a.m.  Snack 

10:15-11 a.m.   Special 

11-11:45 a.m.  Math 

11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m.   Lunch and Recess 

12:45-1:15 p.m.  Quiet Time 

1:!5-2 p.m.   Writing 

2-2:45 p.m.   Science 

2:45 p.m.   Goodbye Circle 

 

See next page for 3-4-5 daily schedule and comments from Simone and Stephanie… 
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Sample 3-4-5 Daily Schedule 

8-8:30 a.m. Welcome, Settle In and Morning Meeting 

8:30-9:25 a.m. Math 

9:25-10:15 a.m. Art 

10:15-10:45 a.m. Snack and Recess 

10:45-11:25 a.m. Reading 

11:25 a.m.-12:10 p.m. Writing 

12:10-12:50 p.m. Lunch and Recess 

12:50-1:10 p.m. Quiet Time 

1:10-1:55 p.m. Science 

1:55-2:45 p.m. Integrated Unit (Social Studies) 

2:45-3 p.m. Wrap Up and Dismissal 

 

WHAT WE’RE LOOKING FORWARD TO 
We know this will be an unusual year for all of us, and we are excited to roll out our model described here for 

many reasons: 

• It is closely aligned with our mission, vision, values, and philosophy. 

• It honors our commitment to multiage classrooms. 

• It gives space for our children to maintain and build relationships with their classroom teachers. 

• It allows for deep learning with our resource teachers (art, dance, music, etc.). 

• It continues to allow our teachers to teach within the British Primary Philosophy and allows them to be 

creative in their curriculum design. 

We are certain that we are going to learn a lot in the first few weeks of school when the children are back on 

campus. As always, we will adjust our plans as we learn more from the teachers and children’s experiences. Thank 

you for your support and grace as we navigate a new school year that is filled with changes and many new 

opportunities.  

Simone Brackett   Stephanie Collins 

Head of K-1-2    Head of 3-4-5 

simone.brackett@stanleybps.org  stephanie.collins@stanleybps.org  
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THE MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM 

In the Middle School, we have designed the cohort model with six priorities always at the forefront:  

1. Keeping students, faculty and families safe, healthy and well, both physically and emotionally.  

2. Capturing the magical student-teacher relationships that are a hallmark of a Stanley education.  

3. Continuing to provide a robust, thoughtful curricular program that aligns with British Primary learning and 

helps students progress in their development, as related to the aforementioned “7 Goals for Learners”. 

4. Building on progressive, constructivist tenets of education that Stanley holds dear.  

5. Creating an environment of joy, wonder, depth and engagement.  

6. Providing a model that transitions easily between in-school learning and the potential need for home 

learning to occur at intermittent points throughout the year.  

 

BULLDOG BLOCKS:  MIDDLE SCHOOL COHORTS 
Prioritizing health and safety, student-teacher relationships and depth over breadth: In the process of consulting 

with numerous other schools through the Leadership and Design educational cohort, calls with other 

independent schools through the National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS) and Association of Colorado 

Independent Schools, among others, numerous models were built as possibilities for the middle school for this 

year.  

One has to look no further than three of our own middle school faculty members’ undergraduate educational 

experiences to find inspiration for the model being adopted by the middle school for the 2020-21 school year. 

Middle School Teachers Ted McLean and Acelynn Perkins attended Colorado College, and Jairo Barsallo attended 

Cornell College in Iowa. Their undergraduate years were spent taking one course at a time, intensively, in three-

and-a-half-week blocks.  

Expanding on this model, middle school students will each take two courses at a time in the coming year in 

rotating, four-week blocks throughout the year. Courses will be paired, so a cohort will spend about four weeks 

studying, for example, math and science, before moving to a different space with different teachers and new 

subject areas.  

We are incredibly excited about this model for a variety of reasons; some of the major ones include:  

• This model is safest for physical health: Under this model, a cohort of approximately 18 students and two 

teachers will be together for approximately four consecutive weeks before changing spaces and cohorts.  

• This model places an emphasis on social-emotional health: Perhaps the greatest priority for our students 

is their social-emotional well-being. For our students, one of the great challenges of this past spring 

online was juggling many different courses (often up to eight) at the same time. For our teachers, many 

were balancing preparing multiple courses and in some cases up to 100 students at once, in addition to 

managing their own lives at home.  

• In this model, students will have just two courses to focus on intently, and teachers will have 

approximately 18 students to focus on. In the event that we need to move to a virtual format, we are 

confident that the level of support that teachers can provide for students and the focus students can turn 

on learning their subjects well will increase exponentially.  

• This model encourages deeper learning and individual support: With just two classes running 

concurrently, students will be able to dive deeply into their subject matters and really focus on learning 

the material at hand instead of juggling so many balls in the air. We know that executive functioning is 
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challenging for many students (and adults!), and we are excited that this model will help students 

authentically learn and focus toward excitement about greater future learning.  

Additionally, with only one cohort of approximately 18 students to focus on, teachers will be able to provide 

greater individual support than when they were juggling, in some cases, more than 100 students over a variety of 

different sections. Advisors, learning specialists, and Middle School Counselor Emily Goldberg will also be 

available to provide additional layers of support and a team-based approach for your children.  

This model inspires and encourages cross-curricular collaboration. By pairing two teachers together, there are 

some incredible opportunities for teachers to co-teach and collaborate together in ways that were much more 

difficult under our schedule before Covid-19. We are excited about the possibilities of what will blossom from 

these partnerships.  

 

A  DAY IN THE LIFE  OF A MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT  
Prior to this year, Stanley already had a modified cohort model in place through its sections. Students moved from 

classroom to classroom together for much of their academic program. In fact, if you do the calculations, just 

under 65 percent of their week was spent together (1,310 of the 2,025 minutes in a school week under last year’s 

schedule). In this cohort model, students will be spending all of their time in the same cohort, though we are 

exploring some potential ways to break the cohort model at safe physical distances outdoors on occasion.  

In the course of a day, students will have courses in both subject areas individually and then an opportunity to 

have a lesson co-taught by the two instructors, integrating the two subject areas together. Below is a mock-up of 

a potential schedule for students. While not finalized, we hope it will help give you a sense of the potential flow 

for the day. 

Additionally, you should know that cohorts among grade levels will be reconfigured at the trimester breaks 

(Thanksgiving break and spring break for the coming year), so your child will have varied classmates over the 

course of the year. This is the same as the practice of mixing up sections at trimester breaks in previous years.  

See next page for middle school daily schedule and comments from Greg…  
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DAILY SCHEDULE 2020  

In cohort groups, middle schoolers will take two subjects for about four weeks at a time; then, switch to new 

subjects for the next block. Students will have two, sixty-minute periods for each class and one, sixty-minute 

period of integrated study following. Here’s how the daily schedule looks: 

Daily 

8:15-8:30 a.m. Welcome, Community Building and Attendance 

8:30-9:30 a.m. Class 1 

9:30-10:30 a.m. Class 2 

10:30-11 a.m. Recess  

11 a.m.-12 p.m. Integrated Class 1 and Class 2 

12-12:30 p.m. Lunch 

12:30-1:30 p.m. Class 1 

1:30-2:30 p.m. Class 2  

2:30-3 p.m. Study Hall  

 
 
TRANSITION TO ONLINE LEARNING  
If there is a need to transition to online learning, students would have a mix of full group, small group, and 

individual opportunities to connect with their two teachers and advisor. Whether this happens at the beginning, 

middle or end of a block, the model allows for students to continue their in-depth study and get significant 

support from their teachers even while physically apart.  

See the section on in this Guide called “Home Learning Plans for Each Division” (which follows this section) for 

details on how Stanley will support students should they need to pivot to home learning. 

 
WHAT ’S  EXCITING ABOUT THE BLOCK MODEL 
Educational philosopher John Dewey writes about positive educational experiences being “educative.” They are 

those experiences that have a student wanting to study further and learn more. “Miseducative” experiences, on 

the other hand, have the “effect of arresting or distorting the growth of future experience.” While not every 

learning moment this year will be educative, we are hopeful and confident this model allows for students to leave 

a block yearning to learn more and excited to return to the disciplines again later in the year.  

Greg Chalfin 

Head of Middle School 

greg.chalfin@stanleybps.org  
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HOME LEARNING PLANS FOR EACH DIVISION 

Stanley’s faculty and staff have created developmentally appropriate home-learning plans for the potential that 

schools are asked to return to strict, stay-at-home guidelines. Our home learning program will continue to be 

rooted in the British Primary philosophy, our Seven Goals for Learners and our deep understanding of childhood. 

As we developed this model we focused on: 

1. Keeping students, faculty and families safe, healthy and well, both physically and emotionally. 

2. Capturing the student-teacher relationships that are a hallmark of a Stanley education. 

3. Continuing to provide a robust, thoughtful curricular program that aligns with British Primary learning and 

helps students progress in their development, as related to the Stanley’s Seven Goals for Learners  

4. Building on progressive, constructivist tenets of education that Stanley holds dear. 

5. Creating an environment of joy, wonder, depth and engagement. 

6. Providing a model that transitions easily between in-school learning and the potential need for home 

learning to occur at intermittent points throughout the year. 

 

K-1-2 HOME LEARNING PLAN  
While our teachers were able to pivot quickly in March, through communication with parents, students, and 

teachers, we were able to consider how we can thoughtfully offer a richer experience that more closely mirrors 

what we are able to accomplish in person. With far more lead time and opportunity for cooperative planning, we 

have been able to create a program that transitions our best practices from in-person to home learning.  

SCHEDULES 

Students will continue to learn and work in their small academic groups with the same teachers they began 

working with in person. All main core academic instruction will be anchored in small group instruction and 

assessment. The day will be organized so that teachers can create spaces for small student-teacher ratio 

interactions and our resource teachers can engage in deep-dive curriculum and instruction. Students will utilize 

both synchronous instruction, and asynchronous individual practice time.  

K-1-2 Student Home Learning Schedule 

Monday-Thursday Friday 

8:30-9 a.m. Morning Meeting 8:30-9 a.m. Community Time 

9:15-10 a.m. Class One 9:15-10 a.m. Class One 

10:15-11 a.m. Class Two 10:15-11 a.m. Recess, Choice, Snack 

11-12 p.m. Lunch and Recess 11-12 p.m. Class Two 

12-12:30 p.m. 
Asynchronous: Seesaw learning platform, math 
assignment, writing assignment, just-right books, etc. 

  

12:30-1:15 p.m. Class Three   

1:30-2:15 p.m. Class Four   

2:30- 3 p.m. 
Asynchronous: Seesaw learning platform, math 
assignment, writing assignment, just-right books, and 
teacher phone calls (once per week) 

  

 

https://www.stanleybps.org/program
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PLATFORMS AND DEVICES 

K-1-2 will be using Seesaw as our primary platform for distance learning. Seesaw allows students to work on and 

turn in assignments, record different modes of showing knowledge and mastery, and easily access zoom meetings 

with their teachers. Seesaw’s interactive platform is geared towards student choice and independence, allowing 

our students more opportunities to share their learning, progress, and wonder with their classroom community. 

Seesaw was created with our younger learners in mind and features an interface that is easy for them to 

understand, navigate, and use independently. 

 

ENGAGEMENT, ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK 

Because our home learning plan utilizes our in-person structures, pivoting them to a distance learning 

environment, teachers are able to continue their differentiated, highly engaging curriculum with very low student 

to teacher ratios. With students participating in core instruction through small group models, teachers will be 

able to continue ongoing assessment for learning throughout their lessons, as well as offer feedback to 

asynchronous work through the Seesaw platform. Teachers will also schedule once a week phone calls with 

students; allowing time for one on one academic conferencing as well as social and emotional check-ins. 
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3-4-5 HOME LEARNING PLAN  
When we shifted to Home Learning in March, the 3-4-5 team learned a lot while tweaking and pivoting along the 

way. In addition to learning with other Association of Colorado Independent Schools (ACIS), we continued to learn 

more about the child, family and teacher experience through empathy interviews this summer. We are hopeful 

that additional tweaks to our plan will create additional consistency for our families and learning.  

Each classroom community will continue with the teachers who were with their cohorts at school. The resource 

teachers will continue to rotate every 4-5 weeks throughout the classroom communities to support student 

learning and provide a deep dive into their area of expertise.  

 

SCHEDULE 

One of our main goals was to develop a developmentally appropriate plan that honors the social-emotional and 

academic growth of the whole child. Our schedule will create a balance between asynchronous and synchronous 

learning so that children have opportunities for small group instruction on Zoom as well as time to work away 

from a device. During synchronous learning, children will engage in small group virtual lessons. The lessons will 

include instruction and work time. During asynchronous learning, students will be able to complete assignments 

that are posted in Google Classroom. For example, they may have a follow-up math assignment that needs to be 

completed before their next math lesson.  

 

3-4-5 Student Home Learning Schedule 

Monday-Thursday Friday 

8:30-9 a.m. Morning Meeting 8:30-9 a.m. Morning Meeting 

9:15-10 a.m. Class One 9:15-10 a.m. Class One 

10-10:15 a.m. Snack and Recess 10-10:15 a.m. Snack and Recess 

10:15-11 a.m. Class Two 10:15-11 a.m. Class Two 

11 a.m.-12 p.m. Lunch and Recess 11 a.m.-12 p.m. 15-min break followed by 
classroom community time 

12-12:30 p.m. Asynchronous Work Time (ex: Google 
Classroom assignments: math or writing 
assignment, just-right books, typing 
practice, etc.) 

  

12:30-1:30 p.m.  Class Three   

1:30-1:45 p.m. Snack and Recess   

1:45-2:30 p.m. Class Four   

2:30-3 p.m. Asynchronous work time (ex: Google 
Classroom assignments: math or writing, 
just-right books, typing practice, etc.) and 
teacher phone calls (once per week) 
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PLATFORMS AND DEVICES 

The 3-4-5 team will continue Google Classroom as our learning management system (LMS) to complete and turn 

in assignments. We will also continue to use Zoom for our synchronous virtual classes.  

 

ENGAGEMENT, ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK 

One core tenant of the 3-4-5 home learning plan is small group sizes. We hope the small groups will allow for 

teachers to creatively plan engaging content and will allow children to access the information even when we can’t 

all be together. We plan to offer children feedback and assess their learning during these small group instruction 

times. While our smaller class sizes allow for close monitoring of students’ emotional well-being, our teachers will 

also be scheduling a phone call with children to continue connection and check in on each students individually. 
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SUPPORTING K-5 STUDENTS LEARNING AT HOME WHILE OTHERS ARE IN SCHOOL 
We know that there may be extenuating circumstances that necessitate a student staying home and engaging 

with our in-person classes at a distance. While we cannot replace the nuanced conversations that happen in the 

classroom each day, we are happy to be able to provide an option for families who do not feel comfortable with 

in-person learning.  

What might this look like for my student? 

We will use Swivl technology to track and record teachers as they deliver lessons. We will record the portion of 

the lesson that is teacher-led and also classroom discourse as deemed appropriate by the teacher. Teachers will 

then upload the videos and student materials for students to interact with the next day.  

We will ask that children follow a typical model of our work time at school. Teachers will deliver a mini lesson, 

which children will watch asynchronously via video. After the lesson, children should work for 30-40 minutes on 

the assignment given by teachers. Because this will be done at home, children may need additional support from 

an adult in the house. 

Can my child access the classroom in real time? 

Unlike whole-school distance learning where lessons can be taught synchronously to a number of students using 

the teachers’ own Wi-Fi networks, if we were to do this model synchronously, it would require that multiple 

teachers are able to draw significant upload speeds from our network simultaneously- at this time, we do not 

have the bandwidth to be able to reliably support that type of draw on our campus. Therefore, we will offer 

asynchronous videos to students. 

 

STUDENT ACADEMIC AND SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL SUPPORT 

Each child will have a mid-day accountability check-in with a teacher, division head or another staff member. The 

purpose of this check-in will be to support the children in staying productive during the day and answer any 

questions that have come up in their learning. One teacher will also check in with students at the end of the day 

to answer any questions they may have and talk about the day ahead.  

Throughout the week, each child will also have zoom opportunities with our social-emotional teachers. We hope 

this will give our children who are learning at home a sense of community and a place to process their feelings, 

thoughts, and wonders. As always, we can also offer 1:1 check-ins with our social-emotional teachers during the 

week.  

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

We are happy to be able to support our students who need to be at home and at a distance and also realize that 

asynchronous participation is not a substitute for working in-person and participating in a classroom community. 

While we would normally love to do these supports in person, we know that families will need to: 

1. Support their children by facilitating their daily schedule 

2. Ensure children are working independently after each lesson as they would in the classroom 

3. Answer questions and scaffold assignments along the way.  

To help you anticipate the day, here is a possible planning and engagement schedule for parents:  

8:15-8:30 a.m. Organize the day – create a checklist for learning 

8:30- 10 a.m.  Asynchronous video lessons and work time 
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10-10:30 a.m. Snack and break 

10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.  Video and asynchronous lessons 

12-1 p.m. Lunch and recess and mid-day teacher check in 

1-1:30 p.m. Social-emotional Zoom (on certain days) 

1:30-3 p.m. Finish asynchronous work for the day, just-right books, supplemental online programs or 

workbooks, etc.  

3:30-4 p.m. Teacher check-in time  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL HOME LEARNING PLAN  
As with in-person learning, we are excited about the possibilities of our Colorado College-esque model, in which 

students take two classes for four weeks at a time, in an online format. Whether only a cohort or the entire 

middle school has to be sent online at any point in a four-week cycle, we are confident that students and teachers 

will be able to seamlessly continue our program. 

We know that student-teacher and advisor-advisee connections are paramount, and we will be prioritizing the 

leveraging of online platforms to make those connections. In addition, we look forward to taking advantage of 

opportunities to intermingle students online in ways that we can’t do safely when in an in-person model under 

current health guidelines. 

SCHEDULES 

Keeping to our two-class, four-week model, the middle school schedule will involve both synchronous and 

asynchronous learning, prioritizing opportunities for students to receive individual support from both their 

teachers and their advisor over the course of a given week. 

Middle School Student Home Learning Schedule 

Monday-Thursday Friday 

8:30-9:15 a.m. Class 1 8:30-9:15 a.m. Class 1 

9:30-10:15 a.m. Class 2 9:30-10:15 a.m. Class 2 

10:30-11:15 a.m. Class 1 and 2 integrated 10:30-11:15 a.m. Choice Time 

11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Lunch  11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Lunch 

12:15-2:15 p.m. Small group instruction of 
6-9 students (A/B) or 
(A/B/C) for 30 minutes for 
each class; 60 minutes 
asynchronously.  

12:15-2:15 p.m. Small group instruction 
of 6-9 students (A/B) or 
(A/B/C) 

2:15-3:15 p.m. Individual instruction 
opportunities - “Student 
Hours” 

2:15-3:15 p.m. Individual instruction 
opportunities - 
“Student Hours” 

 

CHOICE TIME 

As choice is a core component of British Primary philosophy, we are excited to continue to offer a Friday choice 

option, should we need to go online. This past spring, we know that our Friday choice offerings were a highlight 

for many students. From breakfast creations to photography to so many more, students will have the opportunity 

to dig into a new subject area, in the event the middle school needs to go online this year. More information will 

be coming soon about the offerings.  

 

PLATFORMS AND DEVICES 

In middle school, students will utilize Google Classroom as a learning management system (LMS) to complete and 

turn-in asynchronous work. They will use Zoom for synchronous virtual classes. 
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ENGAGEMENT, ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK 

As when in-person, students will receive a report every four weeks from their two primary teachers about their 

progress and growth, in addition to feedback on individual assignments throughout the block. We expect that 

students will fully participate in all classes and complete all assignments. 

 

SUPPORTING MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO ARE LEARNING AT HOME WHILE OTHERS ARE IN SCHOOL 

In the middle school, students who choose to stay home while their classmates are in school will get support 

through their classroom teachers, advisor, and Middle School Counselor Emily Goldberg. The two teachers will be 

using a Swivl camera in their classroom and will record lessons to be uploaded to be recorded and watched by 

students at home. We are unable to livestream classes; however, students will watch those recorded lessons and 

also receive touchpoints daily from Emily and throughout the week from their teacher pairing (e.g: math and 

science) and from their advisor to receive support with their academics and social-emotionally. Students would 

access all learning materials through Google Classroom.  
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (AND ANSWERS)  

The list below is linked so you can skip to the topics you’re most interested in. Note: If you’re looking for in-depth 

FAQs about the novel coronavirus Covid-19 – signs, symptoms and other medical-related answers – please visit 

the CDC’s website or the Q&A page of the CDHPE.  

ABOUT COVID-19 PROCEDURES AT STANLEY 

Will masks be required? Who must wear them and when? 

Will physical distancing be maintained? How will you do this? 

Will health screening be required? How will this work? 

What should I do if someone in my family tests positive, or is diagnosed as presumptive-positive with Covid-19? 

What other steps is Stanley taking to ensure the health and safety of our community? 

 
K-5 FAQS 

Will children still have recess outside? 

What will lunch look like? 

Will classrooms be able to use outside space for learning? 

Will I be able to walk my child to their classroom? 

Will my child be able to properly socialize with other students their age? 

How will you create cohorts? 

Will you mix up cohorts during the year? 

What if my child needs extra educational assistance? How will my child access Learning Resource services? 

What if my child cannot participate on campus? 

Will we still have choice time and what will it look like? 

You mention resource teachers as part of the model. What is a resource teacher? 

Will my child have access to social-emotional support? 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL FAQS 

What spaces will students use in the Bulldog Block model? Will students be in the same space all year? 

How will the school determine cohorts? Will the cohorts stay the same all year? 

Under the Bulldog Block model, how will students connect with their advisors? 

Will my child still get to perform in traditional grade-level performances like 6th-grade Shakespeare or Cave 

Show? 

Will there be after-school opportunities for middle school kids this year? 

What about recess? My kid says four square is life! 

Will there still be skills classes? 

Will my child have access to social-emotional support? Is that part of my child’s curriculum at all this year? 

What if my student needs extra educational assistance? How will my child access Learning Resource services? 

What if my child cannot participate on campus? 

 

 
ABOUT COVID-19 PROCEDURES AT STANLEY 

Will masks be required? Who must wear them and when? 

Masks will be required of all community members at all times. We are exploring various types of masks that  

may be more supportive for some, and we are exploring ways to safely provide mask breaks outside during the 

school day. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html
https://covid19.colorado.gov/frequently-asked-questions-faq
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Will physical distancing be maintained? How will you do this? 

All Stanley learning spaces have been planned so that 6-foot physical distancing can be accommodated based on 

square footage calculations and furniture placement and selection. We know that physical distancing is a difficult 

and often developmentally inconsistent concept for most of our children. Therefore, we are relying on cohort 

groupings to limit the cross-exposure of our teachers. 

Will health screening be required? How will this work? 

We will have a well-child room and a sick-child room so that we can triage students with health or social-

emotional issues during the day. As part of our new attendance system, parents perform daily health screenings 

for their children. Parents will answer a brief survey via smartphone app about their student’s wellness status 

(presence of an elevated temperature and/or symptoms) prior to their student’s admittance to campus. More 

information about this system, and how you can sign up, will be posted on our website, and sent to families via 

email in mid-August. 

What should I do if someone in my family tests positive, or has been diagnosed as presumptively positive,  

with Covid-19? 

Please notify our Student Health Coordinator Melissa (720-839-7113, melissa.knott@stanleybps.org) or your 

division head as soon as possible when a positive case or known exposure occurs. Stanley will always follow the 

most current health orders and protocols when addressing positive cases.  

Stanley is obligated to notify the CDPHE and DDPHE with the name of any student, faculty or staff member with a 

confirmed Covid-19 case. We will not share the names of any student, faculty or staff member with a suspected 

or confirmed case of Covid-19 with the school community. Stanley will, however, report the occurrence of a 

known exposure within a cohort group or building group. CDPHE and DDPHE will work with the Stanley head of 

school and administrative team to determine any necessary closures and to work through contact tracing. 

What other steps is Stanley taking to ensure the health and safety of our community? 

All parent volunteering and social activities, such as Parent Association pop-up socials, coffees and all-school 

events (like back-to-school night and parent-teacher conferences) will be scheduled to take place virtually. 

Students will receive education on handwashing and health hygiene and will wash hands upon arrival at school, 

before snack times and lunch, after using the bathroom, after coughing and/or sneezing and other times as 

necessary. Teachers will schedule and observe handwashing/sanitizing at regular intervals throughout the day. 

Enhanced cleaning and janitorial practices and improvements to existing HVAC systems and other ventilation 

practices for learning spaces.  

 

K-5 FAQS  

Will children still have recess outside?  

At Stanley, outdoor play is an important part of our philosophy and understanding of child development. K-5 

students will still have multiple staggered outdoor play opportunities with their cohorts. This will be a time for 

children to connect while keeping the health and safety of our cohorts as a top priority- utilizing physical distance.  

mailto:melissa.knott@stanleybps.org
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What will lunch look like? 

Our children will eat lunch in their classroom space (or perhaps outside when the weather is nice!) with their 

small cohort before heading to recess. 

Will classrooms be able to use outside space for learning? 

Yes! We plan to have designated outside locations for each cohort. We hope this gives teachers the flexibility to 

be outside whenever the children (or teachers!) need a break from the indoors. 

Will I be able to walk my child to their classroom? 

At this time, and in consideration of CDC guidelines, families are not able to come onto campus. We will have 

teachers and staff helping with transitions from the car to the classroom to ensure that students feel safe and 

comfortable and to minimize exposure for students, staff and families.  

Will my child be able to properly socialize with other students their age? 

Our teachers will masterfully create safe social interactions among all children in the cohort. Our teams are also 

doing a lot of thinking about how we can safely connect cohorts so that children can see other peers and we can 

maintain classroom communities. This may include the use of technology and virtual blending.  

How will you create cohorts? 

Our cohorts will be carefully developed through a collaboration with Simone, Stephanie and teachers to ensure 

academic and social fit.  

Will you mix up cohorts during the year? 

We plan to mix up our classroom cohorts after long natural breaks in the school calendar. Our hope is that this 

will give children the opportunity to connect with other children from the classroom and allow new friendships to 

blossom throughout the year.  

What if my child needs extra educational assistance? How will my child access learning resource services? 

For the health and safety of our Learning Resource Teachers, they have been folded into our classrooms because 

they cannot move into multiple communities as they normally would. Our cohorts will all benefit from incredibly 

small teacher to student ratios. During a typical instructional time, our cohort of 15 children will have two 

talented teachers to differentiate learning for students. Our teachers are master differentiators and will continue 

to do beautiful work in the classroom while also collaborating professionally with our learning resource team.  

What if my child cannot participate on campus? 

If your child cannot participate on campus, they will be able to view class through technological means. While we 

do not believe this technological application can replace the experience of being in the classroom, we are glad to 

be able to offer this option for families.  

Will we still have choice time and what will it look like? 

Yes! We will still have choice time. As you all know, choice is an important part of British Primary philosophy and 

understanding of student learning. Our British Primary task force and classroom teachers are working to figure 

out what choice time can look like while also keeping student and teacher health and safety as a top priority. 



Return-to-school Guide 2020-21 29 rev. 8/3/20 

You mention resource teachers as part of the model. What is a resource teacher? 

Stanley has an incredibly strong team of resource teachers who will rotate through our K-5 classrooms every 4-5 

weeks. A resource teacher offers specific instruction in their area of specialty including music, visual art, dance, 

PE, Spanish, etc.  

Will my child have access to social-emotional support? 

Allison and Laura, (K-1-2 and 3-4-5 social-emotional teachers) will spend time in classrooms to support the 

children during in-person lessons. They will join one classroom once a week for 4-5 weeks and then they will 

rotate to a new class. Additionally, they will be able to support children individually, in physically distanced 

conversations.  

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL FAQS  

What spaces will students use in the Bulldog Block model? Will students be in the same space all year?  

In the middle school, we are only using spaces that allow proper physical distancing for cohorts of 17-19 students 

with two assigned teachers to the cohort. Students will rotate to a new space approximately every four weeks.  

How will the school determine cohorts? Will the cohorts stay the same all year?  

As in the previous model of creating sections at each trimester, a variety of different factors are considered in 

creating sections. While you may want to make sure that your child has certain friends in their class, we are 

unable to take individual requests for putting children together in cohorts. Part of the growth and development of 

middle school is learning to navigate new social dynamics and resolve conflict with peers, and we are confident 

that we will thoughtfully create sections that provide wonderful learning environments for your children.  

As in years past, cohorts will not stay the same all year. We will mix students up into new cohorts of peers at 

Thanksgiving break, which marks the end of the first trimester, and at spring break, which, for this year, will mark 

the end of the winter trimester.  

Under the Bulldog Block model, how will students connect with their advisors?  

Speaking with students, parents and teachers, a consistent reflection from the spring was the importance and 

impact of the student-teacher relationship and, in particular, the advisor-advisee relationship. While it will look 

different, homeroom activities will happen within cohorts to begin each day, and we are exploring structures to 

potentially provide opportunities for advisors and advisees to consistently connect throughout the year both at a 

safe physical distance at school and through consistent connections on the phone and on Zoom.  

With the Bulldog Block model, my child won’t have all of their classes at all points all year. Will there be any 

opportunities for students to develop their skills while they are not taking the classes of that particular block?  

The design of the Bulldog Block model is to allow students to focus on the disciplines in front of them and really 

hone in an intensive way on developing in those areas through focused study and consistent individualized 

attention from their teacher. We don’t want students juggling a litany of classes, only to cover each at a surface 

level. With that said, we know that some disciplines, such as math and Spanish, can benefit from consistent 

practice. In some disciplines, we plan to have some resources available (e.g: ALEKS, Duolingo) for students to have 

access to optionally engage with in the background of their other classes, should they so choose.  
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Will my child still get to perform in shows like 6th-grade Shakespeare, the 7th-grade drama showcase, the 

8th-grade musical or Cave Shows?  

The short answer is - yes! Among the many highlights of a middle schooler’s experience is the opportunity to 

perform for the community. The performing arts are core to student voice being activated within our community. 

While we are unsure of exactly what form this will take and are hopeful that large group gatherings may be 

possible later in the year, we will be proceeding with performances in the Bulldog Block model described and look 

forward to sharing these performances with you over the course of the year.  

Will there be after-school opportunities for middle school kids this year?  

Though we understand that Bulldogs athletics and other after-school programming have provided many exciting 

games on the fields and courts, it is unlikely that students will be able to represent our school this fall in athletics.  

Due to health considerations, after-school athletics and homework club will not be running through the 2020 

calendar year. We are working on potentially providing opportunities for middle school students to pursue virtual 

after-school enrichment opportunities from home and will be in touch with more details soon as those potential 

offerings come together.  

We are also exploring virtual after-school programming that will be enriching for students to pursue. More details 

to come.  

What about recess? My kid says four square is life!  

Play is incredibly important to our students and to our school. We are committed to students having recess with 

their cohort and are working on details to where students can safely see and distantly interact with other cohorts 

in their grade level (e.g: 6th grade) during recess. We are envisioning students rotating among different spaces 

outdoors.  

Will there still be skills classes?  

We are not planning to have skills classes as part of our in-person learning; however, should we return to a virtual 

format, we are planning to have some form of the Friday choice time that so many students enjoyed this past 

spring. More details to come on that soon.  

What is the status of middle school trips?  

In June, we determined that all field trips and off-campus trips through the 2020 calendar year have been 

cancelled. Traditional spring trips by grade level, including the 8th-grade trip to England, are still being evaluated, 

and we will be in touch with more details as we move forward. 

Will my child have access to social-emotional support? Is that part of my child’s curriculum at all this year?  

All of our teachers and advisors are caring, empathetic educators who make wonderful connections with children, 

and we will be having intentional, dedicated time to social-emotional professional development for our faculty 

during the weeks leading up to school.  

In some situations, however, meeting with the Middle School Counselor Emily Goldberg is an important and 

necessary support. Emily will be available to all children and will have a dedicated space to meet with kids at a 

safe, physical distance with masks on.  
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In addition, Emily will be teaching her “Care Class,” an exploration of caring for one’s self, others and our 

community, both at Stanley and the larger world, on one day a week for a four-week block. Over the course of the 

year, each child will have the opportunity to work with Emily on social-emotional learning, and Emily will also be 

working with our teachers to integrate social-emotional learning curriculum at times into our cohort structures.  

Finally, we are planning to hold programs like Freedom from Chemical Dependency (FCD) and others this year. 

We will determine the format for these programs as the year progresses.  

What if my student needs extra educational assistance? How will my child access learning resource services?  

Self-advocacy and knowing one’s self as a learner are two important goals we have for all Stanley learners. With 

only 18 students, teachers should be able to provide immense academic support to your children, and we 

encourage your children to continually dialogue with their teachers to receive support. In addition, we will have 

dedicated learning support teachers to support students across all cohorts. 

What if my child cannot participate on campus?  

If you choose not to have your child participate on campus, your child will be able to witness class through 

technological means. While we do not believe this technological application can replace being in the classroom, 

there will be opportunities for children to view class from home, should your family choose to keep them out of 

school.  
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WHAT’S NEXT & STAYING IN TOUCH  

Stanley’s fall planning team remains focused on our fall re-opening and will continue to stay in touch via email to 

keep parents up to date. We will send further communications on our new attendance notification procedures via 

our new student record-keeping system SchoolPass. We are also actively exploring the use of technology as a way 

to continue our most important community events, such as Parent Association pop-up socials, back-to-school 

night and grade-level and academic parent coffees. 

Thank you for your support of our community and our faculty and staff during this unprecedented time. You can 

call on any one of the fall planning team members as needed. They are:  

FALL PLANNING TEAM: 

 Sumant Bhat Head of School sumant.bhat@stanleybps.org 

 Samantha Boggs Director of Development, Community Engagement samantha.boggs@stanleybps.org 

 Simone Brackett Head of K-1-2 simone.brackett@stanleybps.org 

 Stephanie Collins Head of 3-4-5 stephanie.collins@stanleybps.org 

 Greg Chalfin Head of Middle School greg.chalfin@stanleybps.org 

 Susan Farr Executive Assistant & Enrichment Coordinator susan.farr@stanleybps.org  

 Melissa Knott Student Health Coordinator melissa.knott@stanleybps.org  

 Sara Stern Director of Admission sara.stern@stanleybps.org 

 Kama Kreutzer Director of Finance kama.kreutzer@stanleybps.org 

 Buffy Naake Director of Operations buffy.naake@stanleybps.org 
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